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JANUARY
Kneebinding, Inc.

Inventor uses brain to save knees

The knee-saving ski binding de-
veloped by KneeBinding Inc. of
Stowe is about to go to market, but
its inventor — Rick Howell — is no
longer employed by the company.
He remains a stockholder and
board member. He couldn't be
reached for comment.

“His involvement as inventor
has been invaluable, and the bind-
ing would never have reached the
current level of development with-
out his involvement,” said Steve
Walkerman, chief operating officer.

Last winter, the binding, which
is designed to reduce strains and
ruptures to knee ligaments, won a
Snowpress award as one of the in-
novations of the year at a US.
snow-sport trade show. This
month, the binding was picked by
sponsors of a European recreation
trade show as a finalist in the new
winter hardware category.

‘Walkerman just returned from
Germany, where the binding is un-
dexgulng evaluation by a testing or-
ganization that approves all con-
sumer products sofd in Germany.
Certification by this testing orga-
nization is the ticket to selling the
binding in Europe, Walkerman said.
“The testing is going very well.”

The late start getting the bind-
ing on the market this season
means “sales the first year will be
modest,” Walkerman said, but
added, “customer interest is very

strong.”
FEBRUARY
Leland Kinsey

Epic in the Kingdom

Leland Kinsey, 58, is a poet who
lives in Barton. In February, he pub-
lished his sixth volume of poetry,
*“The Immi ’s Contract.”

Through a series of linked
poems, “The Immigrant’s Contract”
tells the life story of a Northeast
Kingd man who emi d from
Canada with his parents as a child
and built a life in northern Vermont,
;nth travels bcy\md l(msey’shbonk-
e narrative poem is a literary

n,gl.h of the immigrant’s life.

i " Since the publication of “The
Immigrant’s Contract,” Kinsey has
made 23 appearances on bebnlfaflﬁs
book, including readings in Boston,
Manchester, N.-H., and throughout
Vermont. This is many more appear-
ances than he made with his other
coilections. Kinsey said. There were
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Today, the Free Press concludes a yearlong look at Vermonters tack-
ling today's challenges with tomorrow’s solutions. We met inventors
and Innovators of every stripe, from a Northeast Kingdom poet break-

toa

has found new outlets, including
‘Whole Foods stores in New England.
“I'm beginning to look for money

to grow both companies,”
said in December.

He is also a leader of a group of
Hardwick-area agricultural entre-
prencurs. Since March, they've re-
named their nonprofit group, calling
it the Center for an Agricultural
Economy. They bought a I5-acre
field near the center of town to start
an agricultural education, demon-
stration and research center, Sepa-
rately, work is also proceeding on
plans for a new agricultural indus-
trial park to provide incubator space
for farm-based businesses.

APRIL
Giselle Sholler

Meyer

articles or
abcut the book, also more than usual,

“I eould get that many readings
because of the nature of the book,"
Kinsey said. “Booksellers thought it
was that much more different and
out of the ordinary. And I was able
to generate interest.”

Kinsey teaches poetry in ele-
mentary schools through the Chil-
dren's Literacy Foundation. He is
working on two poetry collections,
One is a standard collection, the
other is a series of letter/poems that
encompass his life and career.

“I don't feel a poet like me is
likely to get a collected or selected
works published in his lifetime,”
Kinsey said. “In an odd way, I guess I
feel this will cover the same span.”

MARCH
Andrew Meyer

Saving the farm

Dairy entrepreneur Andrew
Meyer of Hardwick drew our atten-
tion in March not just for his two ag-
riculture-based companies, but for
his dream of bringing an agricultural
renaissance to Hardwick.

He's been busy. His whey-based
wood finish, Vermont Natural Co-
atings PolyWhey, got a big market-
ing boost in November when it was
selected as one of the top 10 green
building products of 2008 by the ed-
itors cip Environmental Building
News. The product is in dozens
more stores, including 45 Ace hard-
ware outlets.

Meyer's second company, Ver-
mont Soy, has added fresh tofu to its
line of fresh soy beverages and also

Hope

Dr. Giselle Sholler's research on
the deadly childhood cancer neuro-
blastoma battled Dustin Cobb's tu-

mors, helped him out of his wheel- -

chair and up a rock-climbing wall. In
the end, though, the neuroblastoma
won. Dustin died July 17 at age 10,

Sholler cried. Then she got back
to her research.

“The lab definitely helps me to
stay focused and motivated,” said
the University of Vermont College
of Medicine pediatric onco]oglst.
“We're going to find a new answer.”

Dustin was among 14 patients in
Phase 1 of a study Sholler led of the
drug nifurtimox. Just two of the 14
patients survive, but none was ex-
pected to live and the treatment gave
many of them, Dustin included,
months of quality time, Sholler said.
The race is on to provide more pa-
tients with more time.

Sholler is well into Phase 2 of the
study, with 12 more patients and
companion trials starting in 5t. Louis
and San Diego. She begins a new
study in February of another cancer-
fighting drug and plans another
study in which she will use lab mice
to tailor treatment to each patient’s
cancer cells,

LSl}oller's mﬂu:g:.].ess to try new

protocol is part of what attracts par-
ents of young neuroblastoma pa-
tients from all over the world.
Yvonne Brown's family moved
from England to Vermont for six
months so son Jack could be treated
here. They went home in S

Ing the rules with a bold new appi
cancer with relentless resolve. Our Big Ideas series ends with a look at
the state's next generation of explorers and a peek back at the people
we met during the project. Here's how thelr deas have evolved.

fighting

' BuckLe up:

come through this, and I'm con-
vinced it's because of Giselle’s car-
ing,” his mother said.

The 7-year-old is a living re-
minder to Sholler that the clock is
ticking. “Hopefully, there's enough
time to get to the next therapy,”
Sholler said.

MAY

Hevin Marvin
Better sounds from your bass

Consultant Kevin Marvin's occu-
pation consumes most of his work
week, but the Burlington resident
still squeezes in time for his passion,
musical instrument innovation.

Marvin, a bass player, came up
with a change for the tall, centuries-
old instrument that increases its res-
onance and responsiveness. His in-
novation was to replace the tradi-
tional wooden tailpiece that links the
strings to the bottom of the bass with
a fan of four cables made from fish-
ing leaders.

Over the past six months, he has
made and tested tailpieces for cellos
“with good success,” he reports.
Marvin said he’s now experimenting
with tailpieces for violins.

Meanwhile, his US. patent is
pending and he plans to pursue a
patent in China.

Sales of his hand-made tailpieces
for bass remain by word of mouth.

“But the word is out,” he said, “as T
have been sending them to Australia,
Great Britain, Spain, Italy and the
Netherlands.” The tailpicce is also
used by musicians in the Baltimore
and St. Louis symphonies, he said.

"My next step is to start advertis-

ing"
JUNE

Louise Stoll
Buckle up: Bumpy ride,
then success

The economy may be grounded,
but sales continue to take off for
Burlington entrepreneur and inven-
tor Louise Stoll's child restraint sys-
tem for youngsters who fly but are
too small to use a regular airplane
seat belt.

Salés of her patented CARES
Kids Fly Safe harness — a light-
weight belt that helps secure kids
weighing 22 to 44 pounds — topped
30,000 in 2008.

“We ially d our

Liad

Jack tested clear of the disease — for
now. “I'm convinced Jack is going to

sales this year, even given the eco-
nomic downturn,” Stoll said this

R R o APPALACHIA'S
NEW SPRING

month. The family-run business
signed deals with a FEuropean/
United Kingdom distributor as well
as distributors in Australia, Singa-
pore and Malaysia, That means the
product, now available in 60 stores,
could see significantly more sales
next year. “There’s no way of know-
ing what next year holds but this
'_w:'adr. was a good year for us,” Stoll
sai

JuLy
Chris Scheindel

Passion in a can

“Chris Scheindel has had big
ideas about little pieces of plastic for
nearly 50 years,” we wrote about the
Bethel inventor in July.

Scheindel, a specialist in getting
viscous liquids out of cans, has in-
vented the “EarthSafe Air Power
System" to squirt products like shav-
ing gel, toothpaste and industrial lu-
bricants out of cans in an environ-
mentally friendly way.

Since July, Scheindel's partner
on the project, metal-packaging gi-
ant Crown Holdings Inc. of Philadel-
phia, has marketed the can to com-
panies in the United States and
Canada. Several companies have ex-
pressed interest in testing the pack=
age for their products. The partners
hope to see the can in production in
2009,

AUGUST

Brian Boland
Life on high

For almost 40 years, the inven-
tor's eyes of Brian Boland have
looked to the skies. Now they're fo-
cused on land, on something the bal-
looning innovator coyly calls “a kind
of vehicle concept.”
Air:ﬂolandhw!f: runs the Po;t hrch}ES

rt an spent much of his

life developing Iig::weighl hot-air
balloons, is inspired by a post-World
War 11 bit of German engineering
known as the Messerschmitt, an en-
closed three-wheeled wvehicle that

ighed less than a quarter of a ton,
m two adults and one child, sped
up to 65 mph and reached as high as
100 miles to the gallon with its two-
stroke engine.

“Through the years I've though

Vermenters change the woy we live

He wants to assemble a group of
enthusiasts, “almost like a little co:
op,” he said, who could bring exper-
tise in small engines, welding and
molding — and perhaps a little cask
— to the project. He would oversee
the production of a couple dozer
three-wheeled vehicles by the end of
next summer.

“It may just be a pipe dream,” he
said.

Boland hoped to get the projec:
going this past summer but insteac
rebuilt a balloon museum on hit
property that fell victim to a col
lapsed roof. He felt guilty spending
his time on that during the gas-prict
crisis over the summer.

“I felt 1 was letting the worlc
down,” he said.

SEPTEMBER
John Todd

Appuluhiu'_s new spring

Ecological designer, author anc
University of Vermont research pro-
fessor Dr. John Todd continues tc
seek funding to implement his bjj
idea — a proposal to gradually re
store vast sections of Appalachi:
ravaged by coal mining.

Todd's plan won the first globa
Buck Fuller Chall it
2008 for the best idea to help hu
manity and the planet. Todd plans tc
spend the winter in Costa Ric:
working on reforestation and teach
ing an online graduate course on th
ecological foundations for carbo)
neutral economies.

OCTOBER
Food Works

Seeds of change

Food Works at Two Rivers is :
Montpelier-based nonprofit tha
aims to get nutritious, local and sea
sonal foods to people who otherwis
might not have access to Vermont"
farm bounty. The organization has
variety of programs — agricultura
nutritional and educational — a
geared toward feeding this mission.

The growing season is over a
Food Works' river-bottom farm fr
Montpelier, but other projects haw
sprouted.

The floor was poured for th
root cellar at Food Works' 1836 farm
house on the edge of town, This wil
give the nonprofit 12,500 cubic fee
of storage for root vegetables.

A group of stakeholders in th
region’s food system — from farmer
to consumers to distributors — ar
working together in a venture calle
the Central Vermont Food Systen
Council. The effort is a partnershi
between the city of Montpelier an
Food Works, said Martin Kemple
the nonprofit's co-director.

“We're all sitting around the ta
ble to determine what kinds of po
icy and markets we can develo g
gether to make ourselves more
self-sufficient,” Kemple said.

NOVEMBER
David Macaulay

“The Way We Work”

David Macaulay, 62, is the illu:
trator and author of “The Way W
Work,” an exploration and examinz
tion of the human body. The bool
published in October, belongs to
genre of books conceived and cre
ated by Macaulay that are visual er
cyclopedias — a set of illustratior
with accompanying text that explai
arange of topics.

Macaulay worked on his most ¢
cent book for six years. He studie
and read about the body and medic:
science for four years before makin
his first sketches.

“The Way We Work” was on th
New York Times bestseller list fo
six weeks, peaking at No. 5. Foreig
rights to the book have been sold i
six countries, including Spain ar
Portugal. Macaulay has been on
20-city book tour with stops 1
come. Articles and reviews about th
book are “too numerous to mention
ac ln Sp

something like this should be pro-
duced,” Boland, who owns a 1955
Messerschmitt, said in a mid-De-
cember phone conversation. “Why
don't we have things like this on the
road today?”

chaulay is thmkmg about h
nex‘l project. Ideas include a boc
about the earth or one that looks |
the history of technology, along tt
lines of his best known book, “Tt
‘Way Things Work."



